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Note From Village
Thank you for giving this resource a try. Here at Village 
Church, “we exist to see people transformed into fully 
devoted followers of Jesus”. Our Mission as a church and 
at Village Kids is to “partner with parents to disciple kids, 
forming a community that is inclusive of all and where the 
gospel is taught and lived daily in every home.”

We believe that our vision extends beyond Sunday. To meet 
our mission as a church and our vision in Village Kids, we 
want to partner with you in your home not just on Sundays 
but every day of the week. 

This resource has been designed to be used as a family, 
but every family is different. Some families are crafty, some 
love activities and some are juggling both preschoolers 
and school-age kids. We hope that each week, your family 
will find an adventure that works for you and helps create a 
space for a conversation about Jesus. 
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As you start this adventure, know that we are along for 
the ride. If you need anything, do not hesitate to reach 
out to your local Village Church Site through our website, 
thisisvillagechurch.com.

We are praying for you, and are excited to see where God 
takes you over the next five weeks. 

Blessings
Jesse Criss
Village Kids Director 

https://thisisvillagechurch.com/
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Why Use This Guide?
The biggest question you’re probably asking yourself is, 
“why should I use this guide? Why should I give up the most 
precious resource in our modern world?” The answer is both 
simple and complicated at the same time.

The simple answer is that you don’t need to use this guide. 
We believe that all you need is the Bible, the time to read it 
and apply what it says to your life, but this guide can help 
you get on the right track.

Here is the more complicated part. 

Sure, you can come to Village Church, and we can teach 
your kids about Jesus, but all the research shows us that no 
one has more potential to influence your kids than you do. 
You are the best person to model Jesus for your kids. 

This guide is simply that, a guide. It’s a guide on how to 
have a conversation about Jesus with your family. What a 
great place to start! A conversation. 
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The best part is, you’re not alone. This guide is meant 
for everyone to come together and discover all that 
Jesus has for them. The story of the Bible is the story of 
God relentlessly chasing humanity through history and 
ultimately sending Jesus, his one and only son, to die on a 
cross so that we could come back into a relationship with 
him. All of that is needed because, regardless of how old 
you are, sin has separated us from God and Jesus is the 
only solution. 

So, why should you use this guide? The simple answer is that 
it’s not a requirement. But what if you did? What if you chose 
to partner with us on this journey and together we worked 
toward a common goal? What if you let us support you, 
equip you, champion you and, ultimately pray for you as 
you make an active choice to walk yourself and your family 
closer to Jesus? The ‘what ifs’, sound way more exciting if 
you ask me. 
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How to Use This Guide?
Below, you will see the categories we created to explore, 
have fun and have conversations about Jesus. There are 
5 weeks of adventures lined up for you and your family 
(March 1 - April 5). Each week will have a similar format (we 
will go through that in a second). 

We thought that it might work well to kick off the week with 
the “Read and Discuss” devotional piece on a Sunday or 
Monday, but don’t limit yourself to that structure. If a Friday 
or Saturday works better for you and your family, go for it. 
You can decide how you want to start each week, but be 
consistent for all five weeks. Consistency will help you and 
your family develop a rhythm and that is something we 
want to build on at the end of this guide. 

You will want to appoint someone in the family to be 
the leader through this process. The leader will read the 
content, lead the discussion and make sure the activities 
and challenges are happening. The leader doesn’t have 
to be an adult, but whoever is leading is responsible for 
making sure things are getting done. This may be you 
as the parent, or it may be a good opportunity for your 
teenager to try their hand at leadership with your support! 

The following are the section titles and a description of 
what you’ll find in these sections. If you ever get stuck on 
what to do, you can always refer back to these pages. 
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Overview
This is a snapshot of the theme of the week. This section is 
more for the person facilitating the conversation. 

Just For Fun
This is an opening question to get a conversation going and 
will often be silly or fun. Think of it as a time to loosen up a 
bit. 

Read and Discuss
This is the devotional part of the week. The content in the 
guide is meant to be read out loud together as a family. 
Based on your family, you can choose to either read the 
full Bible references or the Storybook Bible reference. 
The pictures in the Storybook Bible are great to help kids 
conceptualize and deepen their understanding of the 
message. Even if you don’t read the full scripture reference 
from the Bible, it’s important to have your Bible open when 
going through the guide to show your kids that this is God’s 
word and not some “story” from a long time ago. 

Pray
Each devotional time will always end in a prompt to pray. 
Prayer is simply talking with God about the things that 
matter in your world. It’s a conversation and something 
anyone can do. You can have everyone or just one person 
pray. This is a great opportunity for you and your family to 
start praying together if you don’t already. What a great 
new habit to grow!
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Family Adventure
These are little adventures you can choose to do as a 
family during the week. You should pick at least one to do. 
They will always center around art, going outside and food. 
The goal is to be together as a family and have fun. 

Individual Challenge
These are fun little challenges for each family member to 
complete during the week. You are encouraged to pick one 
challenge and meet it before the next “Read and Discuss” 
time. The following symbols in the guide will tell you who the 
challenge is for. 

 • P: Parents 
 • K: Kids
 • At: All Together

The In-Between
These questions are designed specifically as conversation 
starters in-between life moments. They could be at 
breakfast, waiting in the car, watching other family 
members play sports, while washing dishes, during dinner 
table small talks, etc. They are little prompts for you as a 
family to have those in-between conversations. You can 
also choose to ask one of the BIG Three Questions.

 • How is life?
 • How is Love?
 • How is faith?
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These section titles will stay the same throughout the whole 
guide, but the content will shift weekly. Regardless of how 
deep you dive into this guide, one thing will be true no 
matter what; any step you take as a family to move closer 
to Jesus is a win! 

One tip we would like to offer is to listen to one another. 
Whether you’re having a conversation, talking about 
your weekly challenge, or doing the BIG three, try to stop 
talking and listen to what the person is saying - not just 
formulating what you’re going to say next. A skill to learn in 
this is to listen to what your family members are saying and 
look for the conversation queues that will come and then 
ask good follow-up questions and repeat the process.
 
Finally, remember, if a discussion question doesn’t work with 
your family, ask a different one. Suppose your kids jump on 
a particular part of a passage, run with it. If we ask you to 
make cookies (Week #1), but your family hates cookies (I’m 
not sure such a family exists) but loves ice cream sundaes, 
then make ice cream sundaes because here is our hope 
and heart:

At Village Kids, “our vision is to partner with parents to 
disciple kids, forming a community that is inclusive of all 
and where the gospel is taught and lived daily in every 
home.” This resource is about partnering with you, and our 
hope and heart are that you would experience a win in your 
family as we partner together these next few weeks on the 
“Road to Easter”.
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Week 1: 
The Problem
Overview
Sin has entered the world through Adam and Eve, and as a 
result, we are all separated from God in need of a rescuer. 

Main Point
Our sin keeps us from God.

Just for Fun
If you could be any animal, what would you be?

Read and Discuss
Bible Reference: Genesis 1-3
Storybook Bible: Pages 18-36

Our journey towards Easter starts at the beginning. In 
Genesis 1 God created the heavens and the earth, he called 
his creation “good,” and now humans and God are a family.

In Genesis 2, we take a closer look at how God made 
man and woman. God breathed life into them, and they 
became real live people. However, in Genesis 3, everything 
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changes. Sin entered the story when Adam and Eve chose 
themselves over God. 

When they chose to eat the fruit, they chose a “delight 
to the eyes”, in other words, they saw the fruit as the new 
sparkly shiny thing and wanted that instead. This is the root 
of sin in our lives. We choose ourselves over God all the 
time, and the result is a separation between God and us. 
We can no longer be in God’s family.

God’s creation was once “good”, but now it’s been broken 
by sin. We can not save ourselves from our sin. Only God 
can rescue us. The Bible is the story of how God relentlessly 
chases us through history so that we can be rescued from 
our sin and be brought back to the family of God. 

 1. Using your imagination, describe how you think 
     God created the world.

 2. Share a story of a time when you did something 
     you knew you shouldn’t have or a time when you 
     chose what you wanted over what God wants for 
     you.

 3. Why do you think we can’t save ourselves from 
     our sin?

Prayer Point
Thank you God for creating everything including me.
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Family Adventure

 1. Family “Animal” Portraits: Have everyone share 
     their favourite animal. When you’re done, draw 
     a family portrait with animals instead of people. 
     Have everyone draw their family portraits and put 
     them up on the wall when you’re done.

 2. Get Outside: As a family, get outside and spend 
     some time in God’s creation together. You can go 
     to the beach, walk in a forest or even climb a 
     mountain. The only rule is that you need to be 
     outside and limit or leave your technology at 
     home.

 3. Cookie Creations: Celebrate God’s creation 
     by making some of your favourite cookies 
     together as a family. You can use a family recipe, 
     pick up some cookie dough from the store or try 
     ours below. Make sure to have everyone play a 
     part and remember when the cookies are 
     ready, eat them as a family, maybe on your “Get 
     Outside” adventure. 

     Original recipe from here. 

https://www.hersheys.com/kitchens/en_ca/recipes/original-chipits-cookies-recipe.html


Original Chipits 
Cookies Recipe

Ingredients

1 cup softened butter (250 mL)

1 cup packed brown sugar (250 mL)

½ cup granulated sugar (125 mL)

2 eggs (2)

1 ½ tsp vanilla extract (7ml)

2 cups all-purpose flour (500 mL)

1 tsp baking soda (5 mL)

½ tsp salt (2 mL)

2 cups CHIPITS Semi-Sweet Chocolate Chips (350 g)

1 cup chopped nuts (optional) (250 mL)

Directions

1. Heat oven to 375°F (190°C). 

2. In a large bowl, beat softened butter, brown sugar and 

granulated sugar until fluffy. Beat in eggs and vanilla until creamy. 

3. In a medium bowl, mix flour, baking soda and salt. Gradually 

blend into a creamed mixture. 

4. Stir in CHIPITS Semi-Sweet Chocolate Chips and chopped nuts, 

if using. 

5. Drop from a small spoon onto an ungreased cookie sheet. 

Bake for 10 to 12 minutes until golden brown. Makes about four 

dozen cookies.
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Individual Challenge

 • P: Call a family member and encourage them 
    this week.

 • P: Do something this week that fuels your passions.

 • K: Think of three good things about your siblings 
    and tell them this week. 

 • K: Clean your room without being asked.

 • At: Write everyone in your family an 
    encouragement note.

 • At: Cook a meal together as a family this week. 

The In-Between
You can always ask the “BIG Three” (How is life?, How is 
Love?, How is faith?) open questions or look to ask one of 
these questions in those in-between moments.

 • Life: What do you want to be when you grow up?

 • Love: What is something you love about our family?

 • Faith: Why does our sin keep us from God?
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Notes
What are some things your family talked about this week?
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Week 2: 
The Plan
Overview
God hears the cries of his people and will send a rescuer to 
free his people. Moses and Israel are a glimpse of what God 
is going to do for the whole world. 

Main Point
God has a plan to save the whole world.

Just for Fun
If you were stranded on a desert island, what is one thing 
you cannot live without -- assuming you had food, shelter, 
and water?

Read and Discuss
Bible Reference: Exodus 12:21-28
Storybook Bible: Pages 84-91

Our next stop is the story of the Exodus. The Israelites (God’s 
children) are slaves in Egypt. They have been crying out to 
God to rescue them, and God hears their cry.
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God shows up and speaks to Moses in a bush that’s on fire. 
God tells Moses to go rescue the Israelites in Egypt. But the 
Egyptian Pharaoh would not let the people go. So God sent 
nine plagues (or big bad warnings) to warn Pharaoh so he 
would let the Israelites go. After frogs, bugs, blisters and 
more, Pharaoh still will not let God’s people go.

God sends one final warning to Egypt that will bring death 
to the Egyptian homes. The Israelites were told to mark 
the door of their homes with the blood of a lamb. If they 
did that, God told them that death would pass over their 
home and everyone would be safe. After death passed 
over the homes that night, God’s people were freed and the 
Israelites celebrated this important moment and called it 
Passover. 

God had a plan and we would see it all coming together in 
Jesus. On Jesus’ last night on earth, he celebrated Passover 
and used the bread and wine from the meal to teach his 
disciples about what he was planning to do. Jesus would go 
to the cross, die and come back to life in three days. Today, 
we celebrate Communion as the new Passover. Celebrating 
communion is a way of saying that I treasure and follow 
Jesus.

 1. How does it feel when you need help, and 
     someone comes and helps/rescues you?
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 2. Why do you think, like Pharaoh, we have a hard 
     time letting go of things?

 3. How does it make you feel to know God hears you? 

Prayer Point
Thank you God for having a plan for my life.

Family Adventure

 1. Easter Egg Design: Take some time as a family 
     to colour some eggs for Easter. You can buy a kit 
     from your local grocery/dollar store, or you can 
     find some DIY directions online. The DIY might 
     need a bit of prep work, and a word of warning, it 
     might get messy.

 2. Family Savenger Hunt: Using the following 
     checklist, go on a scavenger hunt as a family 
     and see how many items listed below you can find 
     near your house or at a local park. If you want, 
     make it a family competition and work in teams to 
     see who can find the most stuff. The winner could 
     get some Easter chocolate. 

 3. Rice Krispie Birds Nests: These are a fun treat that 
     everyone will love! Make sure to have everyone 
     play a part in putting them together. 

     Original recipe from here. 

https://www.craftymorning.com/rice-krispie-nests/
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Rice Krispie 
Birds Nest Recipe
Ingredients 

3 tbsp Butter

1 10 oz bag of marshmallows

6 cups crisp rice or rice Krispies

Green shoestring licorice (Edible Grass)

Chocolate mini egg candies

Directions 

1. Melt the butter over medium heat and stir in the marshmallows 

until completely melted. Pour the mixture over the crisp rice cereal 

and stir until well combined.

2. Spray a muffin tin with cooking spray and shape the nests. I 

find it helpful to also spray a spoon and use it to help make the 

indents. You could do this by hand, but it would be quite messy.

To Fill 

Let the rice Krispies cool in the pan, pull them out, and decorate! 

I broke up the edible Easter grass, placed it in the nest and filled 

the nest with the eggs.
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Individual Challenge

 • P: tart or end your day by sitting and resting for 15 
    minutes with no technology. 

 • P: Plan a date with one of your family members.

 • K: Help one person this week without being asked.

 • K: Encourage someone you sit near at school.

 • At: If you can, have everyone pick their favourite 
    meal and plan to eat it this week.

 • At: As a family, walk around your community and 
    pick up garbage you see lying around.
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The In-Between
You can always ask the “BIG Three” (How is Life? How is 
Love? How is Faith?) open questions or look to ask one of 
these questions in those in-between moments.  

 • Life: Is there someone you know that you could 
    help out today?

 • Love: Who do you go to when you need help?

 • Faith: What does it mean to you that Jesus 
    rescues you?
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Notes
What are some things your family talked about this week?
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Week 3: 
The Cost
Overview
God is sending a Rescuer to save the world, but there is a 
cost. That Rescuer (Jesus) is willing to be beaten up, made 
fun of and even killed to pay the price for our sin. 

Main Point
Jesus will pay the price for our sin.

Just for Fun
Be honest. What would you do if you had $1,000,000?

Read and Discuss 
Bible Reference: Isaiah 53:1-6
Storybook Bible: Pages 144-151 

We know that we need a Rescuer because sin separates us 
from God and we know that God has a plan. However, the 
plan isn’t free, someone needs to pay the price.

Paul tells us this in Romans 6:23
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
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The gift is free to receive for all humankind, but Jesus had to 
pay the price. The prophet Isaiah talks about the cost that 
the Rescuer (Jesus) will have to pay for us to be brought 
close to God again forever. 

If you don’t remember, the prophets were people God 
spoke through to the Israelites. Think of them as God’s 
megaphone giving instructions to his people. Isaiah is 
telling everyone about what is going to happen to Jesus 
on the cross over 500 years before Jesus is even born in 
Bethlehem.

In Isaiah 53, he tells us the Rescuer will be “pierced for our 
transgressions” and “crushed for our iniquities” that by “his 
wounds we are healed”. Think of it as the Rescuer, willing to 
be beaten up, made fun of and even killed. Only a perfect 
person could become the Rescuer to save us and that 
perfect person was Jesus. Jesus proved he was the Rescuer 
by rising from the dead three days later and through this, 
we can be close to God again now and forever.

 1. What is the most expensive thing you own?

 2. How much value do you place on it because of 
     the cost?

 3. How does it make you feel to think that Jesus is 
     willing to give up his life for you?

Prayer Point
Thank you Jesus for paying the cost for my sin instead of 
me.
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Family Adventure

 1. Flower Painting: Make a beautiful flower painting 
     using a common household item - a fork! To start, 
     pour some bright coloured acrylic paint on a plate 
     or mixing palette. Take a fork and dip the 
     backside of the fork in the paint. Place the colour 
     dipped fork on a drawing sheet and press slightly 
     to make a good impression. Follow the same 
     process to make several fork-shaped flowers. You 
     can then use a paintbrush (or even your fingers) to 
     make the stems and leaves. 

 2. Go On An Adventure: Find a local park you have 
     never been to before. It could be close or even 
     far from your house but make the adventure and 
     explore somewhere new. 
     Extra: Bring some garbage bags and gloves with 
     you and clean the park up as you explore. 

 3. Mystery Dinner Challenge: Sometimes, things 
     don’t always go the way we planned, and 
     sometimes we plan for a little chaos. This week, try 
     one of these challenges each time your family sits 
     down for dinner. You don’t need to do them all, but 
     it could be fun if you did.

  • Have kids cook dinner with no parent help.
  • Eat your whole meal with your hands only.
  • Eat one item on your plate with no hands.
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  • Have breakfast for dinner in your pyjamas. 
  • Have a progressive meal around your 
     house. Eat a different course in different 
     rooms. 
  • Have a fancy dress-up dinner night.
  • Play a game like” telephone” while you’re 
     eating dinner.

Individual Challenge

 • P: Take a walk by yourself. 

 • P: Think of someone at work who helped you 
    recently, and make sure to thank them for this 
    week.

 • K: Take time this week to be creative. That could be 
    a drawing, music, or whatever. Be creative.

 • K: Consider giving something of yours to someone 
    else in your family or school to encourage them.

 • At: Go through your house and find items that 
    could be donated for someone else to use.

 • At: Brainstorm some ideas this week as a family on 
    ways you could volunteer/serve together.
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The In-Between
You can always ask the “BIG Three” (How is Life? How is 
Love? How is Faith?) open questions or look to ask one of 
these questions in those in-between moments. 

 • Life: How do you feel when someone buys you 
    something you didn’t deserve or ask for?

 • Love: Who are some of your best friends, and why?

 • Faith: Do you think it’s fair for Jesus to pay for your 
    sins?

Notes
What are some things your family talked about this week?
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You’re 
Halfway 
There
Before you continue, we would like to recognize 
how far you’ve come already. You are just a bit 
over halfway to Easter and I’m sure there have 
been a ton of cool moments, funny questions 
and maybe even some awkward silences. Just 
know, you are not alone, every family is going 
through similar things. As a church and staff, 
we are praying for you in this adventure. Keep 
up the amazing work!
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Week 4: 
The Sacrifice
Overview
Only Jesus is the Rescuer because Jesus was both God and 
man at the same time. He is the only one like this in all of 
history and that’s why he can pay the price for our sin. 

Main Point
Jesus is both God and man.

Just for Fun
If you could be a superhero, who would you be and why?  

Read and Discuss 
Bible Reference: Matthew 1:18-25, John 1:1-13
Storybook Bible: Pages 176-191

We learned how Jesus could be the Rescuer because he 
was perfect. This means he is 100%, God. He proved this 
by living a perfect life, healing people and doing other 
miracles, including rising from the dead. He was also 100% 
man. This means that he got tired, he sneezed, snored and 
even had to use the washroom. God knows what it is like to 
be you and experience both the joys and frustrations of life. 
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This can be a bit hard to understand: one way you could 
think about this is that Jesus is like a pickle. To be a pickle, 
you need both cucumbers and pickling juice. If you just 
have cucumbers they don’t become a pickle. In the same 
way, if you just have the juice in a pickle jar that’s not a 
pickle either. You need both and that’s like Jesus. Jesus is 
both God and man. 

Remember last week we learned how Isaiah said, Jesus’ 
wounds on the cross will heal the whole world because 
Jesus’ death pays the price that we can’t pay. He was 
wounded because he is 100% human and he was able to 
rise from the dead and unite with us because he is 100% 
God. 

No other person, system, religion, belief, etc. in all creation 
can do what Jesus did for us with Easter. 

 1. Do you find it hard to think of Jesus as both God 
     and man, and why?

 2. Does knowing all this change how you see the 
     Christmas story?

 3. Why do you think Jesus would choose to sacrifice 
     himself?

Prayer Point
Thank you Jesus for paying the price that I can’t pay. 
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Family Adventure

 1. Spring Christmas Skit: This week, we talked about 
     the birth of Jesus. Consider acting out the 
     Christmas story one night as a family. Have 
     people dress up and play various roles. You can 
     read the Christmas story from the Storybook 
     Bible (pages 184-190) or your favourite version. You 
     just need to make sure you have someone who 
     can play the parts and narrate the story. If you 
     have more parts than family members, someone 
     will have to do a quick costume change (have fun 
     with it). As a bonus, record it so you can watch the 
     skit as a family afterwards. 
 
     Roles and Supplies
     • Mary and Joseph: adult clothing.
     • Baby Jesus: fake or real baby in a basket.
     • Sheppards: bathrobe, long sticks and sheep.
     • Angles: paper wings work well.
     • Animals: think the stuffed kind.

     Extra Idea
     Cross Mosaic - Here is an extra idea just in case 
     your family is not comfortable with acting.
     
     Part One - Getting Ready
      • Draw out a big cross on a piece of paper. It 
        should take up most of the paper and there 
        should be lots of room for the paper bits.
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      • Pick out 3-5 different colours of paper and rip 
        them into little pieces. Keep the colours together 
        in a small bowl.

      • Now get some glue and a few paintbrushes or 
        sponge brushes.

     Part Two - Creating the Cross
      • Apply the glue to the cross with the brush- or 
        your fingers if you like getting messy.

      • Stick the torn paper on the picture. Pick any 
        colour and be as creative as you want. 

      • Repeat this process until your cross is completely 
        covered (cool connection how Jesus also 
        completely covered all our sin by dying on the 
        cross).
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 2. Hit the Road: Have everyone jump in the car and 
     go on a drive together, but leave the electronics 
     at home. This is a time to spend together as a 
     family. Play some music everyone can enjoy 
     or appoint someone to be the “Car DJ”. You can 
     drive around your city, check out new places, 
     take a drive in the country or even head to your 
     favourite provincial park. The adventure is in the 
     journey and not the destination. 
     
     Pro Tip: Look up a few car games to play or assign 
     that job to a family member. Remember to pack 
     snacks and water; no one wants to get hangry. 

 3. Easter Rolls: Get ready for Easter by having some 
     fun with these sweet rolls. Make sure you let 
     everyone play a role in making these sweet treats 
     and maybe even bring them on your drive. 



Easter Roll Recipe

Ingredients

1 (10 oz) can of refrigerated crescent dinner rolls 

8 large marshmallows

1/2 cup melted butter

2 tablespoons ground cinnamon

2 tablespoons white sugar

Directions

1. Preheat the oven to 400°F (200°C). Lightly grease the baking 

sheet.

2. Separate crescent rolls into individual triangles.

3. In a small bowl, mix cinnamon and sugar.

4. Dip a marshmallow into melted butter, then roll in sugar 

mixture. Place marshmallow into the centre of a dough triangle. 

Carefully wrap the dough around the marshmallow. Pinch the 

seams together tightly to seal in marshmallow as it melts. Place 

on a baking sheet. Repeat until you have used all the rolls.

5. Bake in the oven until golden brown for about 15 minutes.

6. Let the rolls cool until they are at a comfortable temperature 

to eat but still warm. When you are ready to eat them, have your 

kids break open the rolls and look inside - the marshmallow 

should have melted, leaving you with an empty “tomb”!
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Individual Challenge
 • P: Write a future letter to each of your kids. 

 • P: Set aside time to do something that doesn’t 
    involve a screen. 

 • K: Plan a date night/dinner for your parents or you 
    and your parents. Make it special and have fun 
    with it. 

 • K: Send a message to one of your friends that 
    could use some encouragement.

 • At: rite an encouragement note to everyone in 
    your family.

 • At: Do a puzzle or play a board game together. 

The In-Between
You can always ask the “BIG Three” (How is Life? How is 
Love? How is Faith?) open questions or look to ask one of 
these questions in those in-between moments. 

 • Life: Do you think one thing can be two things at 
    the same time?

 • Love: If someone you loved needed something, 
    would you help them and why?

 • Faith: What’s something Jesus wants you to give 
    up for him?
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Notes
What are some things your family talked about this week?
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Week 5: 
The Moment
Overview
The moment has come! Jesus is going to complete God’s 
plan that was started in the garden. Sin is defeated, death 
will pass over, and everyone can be rescued from their sin. 

Main Point
Jesus rescues us from our sin.

Just for Fun
Would you rather get a small gift now or wait and get a 
larger gift sometime in the future, but you don’t know when?

Read and Discuss 
Bible Reference: Matthew 27:45-54 and Matthew 28:1-10
Storybook Bible: Pages 302-316

The moment has come, and what God started back in 
Genesis has come to pass with Jesus dying on a cross. 
Jesus, out of great love, chooses to die on the cross. He 
chooses the nails, the pain, the hurt, and the name-calling, 
all for us, even though we don’t deserve it. That is what we 
call grace.
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Grace is when you get something good even though you 
don’t deserve it. We don’t deserve what Jesus has done 
for us, but that doesn’t change the fact that Jesus loves us 
so much that he chose to do it. He wanted a way for us to 
come back to God’s family.

Our sin should keep us separated from God, but because 
God loves us so much, he sends us Jesus who chooses to 
die for us. Because of Jesus, we get to come back to God’s 
family forever. We can call him Father, we can pray to him 
and we are seen as his children. He doesn’t see our sin 
because Jesus took the dirtiness of sin off of us and put 
it on him. But remember, Jesus doesn’t stay in the grave. 
Jesus is alive! 

We get to join God’s family forever and we can call that 
everlasting life. Easter is a time to celebrate that Jesus is 
alive and we get to be with him forever. 

 1. Do you think it’s fair for someone to pay for your 
     mistakes and why?

 2. What does grace mean to you?

 3. Why does Easter matter to you?

Prayer Point
Thank you Jesus for loving me even when I don’t deserve it 
and thank you Jesus that you are alive! 
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Family Adventure

 1. Extra: Throw a Party! Easter Sunday is all about 
     celebrating all that Jesus has done. Consider 
     decorating your living room with balloons, 
     streamers, the crafts you have made, get party 
     hats, noisemakers, etc. and join in at Village 
     Church or Village Kids Online. We are going to have 
     a party and we want you to join in at home 
     together as a family.

 2. Scratch a Tomb: This week, using crayons and 
     some black paint, you’re going to create your own 
     Easter story. Eventually, you will scrape off the paint 
     and reveal the bright colours of your picture 
     because Jesus is the light of the world. 
 
     Supplies Needed
     • White construction paper
     • Bright crayons
     • Black acrylic paint and brushes
     
     Step 1: Sometime before Friday, using bright crayon 
     colours, draw a picture of what Jesus means to 
     you. Make sure you cover as much of the paper as 
     you can.

     Step 2: On Good Friday, paint over your picture with 
     black paint. Not too thick, but you need to cover 
     the whole page. Set it aside somewhere warm so it 
     can dry by Sunday.
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     Step 3: On Easter Sunday, using a toothpick or 
     bamboo spear, draw Jesus and the empty tomb. 
     You can draw a cross, the tomb, or even your 
     family.

 3. Love Your Neighbor: As a family, do something 
     nice for the neighbours connected to or who are 
     close to your home. You could do a lot of things, 
     and you might want to ask them if they need any 
     help with anything specific. Here are some ideas 
     you can consider doing.

     • Bring your neighbours some homemade Easter 
        treats. Maybe one of the recipes you tried this 
        month.

     • Create some Easter cards.

     • Offer to do some yard work.

     • Drop off flowers or make some paper flowers.

 4. Family Communion: Easter weekend is an 
     excellent time to celebrate Communion together 
     as a family. This may not be something you have 
     done before, or not all of your kids might be ready 
     to take communion. But, it’s still good to talk about 
     and you can use the guide at the end of this 
     chapter to help you have those conversations. 
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Individual Challenge
For this week’s challenge, I want you to focus on prayer. This 
week I want you to pray individually and as a family for each 
other, for your school/work and your neighbours. 

 • P: Commit to praying for your kids by name every 
    day this week. 

 • K: Commit to praying for your parents every day 
    this week. 

 • At: Go on a prayer walk as a family and pray for 
    your neighbourhood. 

The In-Between
You can always ask the “BIG Three” (How is Life? How is Love? 
How is Faith?) open questions or look to ask one of these 
questions in those in-between moments.  

 • Life: Share about how you have helped someone 
    out recently.

 • Love: Why is it hard to love people sometimes?

 • Faith: What’s something Jesus has been 
    teaching you?
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Notes
What are some things your family talked about this week?
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Communion | Is My Child Ready?
Taking communion is a big step in the spiritual journey of 
your child and we want to help you know if your child is ready 
to take that step. This guide will help you break down where 
communion started, why it matters and help you answer the 
question, is my child ready?

Where did Communion Start?
Passover was a Jewish celebration to remember how 
God freed the Israelites from Egypt. God had given them 
instructions to use the blood of a lamb to mark the doorways 
of their house (Exodus 12:13). During his last Passover, Jesus 
connected the meal they were sharing with what was about 
to happen to him on the cross. Jesus was going to be the 
new passover lamb. When Jesus broke the bread and poured 
the cup of wine he was symbolizing that his body and blood 
would be broken and shed for us. Communion is an act of 
thanksgiving where we remember Jesus’ act of love when he 
died on the cross for you. 

Is My Child Ready? 
The important thing to remember is that there is no “right 
time” to take communion but it is important that they be 
able to understand why they are taking communion. 

To help you determine if your child is ready to take 
communion consider discussing these three questions: 
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 1. Is Jesus your Saviour? Do they understand what 
     sin is? Do they understand that they need to be 
     saved from sin? That Jesus has saved them? Do 
     they understand how Jesus has saved them?

 2. Is Jesus your Lord? Do they understand that God 
     wants us to live our lives a certain way? Are they 
     committed to living how God asks them to live?

 3. Is Jesus your Treasure? Do they love Jesus? Do 
     they understand that God loves them? Are they 
     thankful that Jesus has saved them?

Based on their answers, your child may not be ready and 
that’s okay. Communion is a big step and if that deeper 
understanding of sin and the need for a savior, who shed 
his blood, isn’t quite there yet, just wait. Our encouragement 
would be to just read through 1 Corinthians 11:23-27 and 
pray together as a family. When you’re ready, the guide on 
the next page can help you.

What’s Next for Me as a Parent? 
That part is really up to you. Communion is an essential 
part of the Christin life and one that should not be entered 
into lightly. We should approach Communion by preparing 
ourselves through self-examination (1 Corinthians 11:27-30). 
If your child can answer the questions above and celebrate 
communion with the right intention, your next step is to take 
communion and the guide on the next page can help you.
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Communion | Family 
Edition Guide
The Why
Communion is an act of thanksgiving where we remember 
and celebrate Jesus’ act of love when he died on the cross for 
you. His sacrifice paid the price of not just your sin but for the 
sin of the whole world.

Things You Need
The basics of communion are bread and juice/wine. How it 
looks in your home is 100% up to you. You can be as fancy or 
as plain as you want, but don’t let the “how” become more 
important than the “why.” 

Before You Begin
Remember Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 11:27-28 and take this 
moment to examine our hearts before we take communion. 
As a family, take a moment to be still. Maybe play some quiet 
worship music to “prepare your hearts”. This can be reflective 
and lead to praise, repenting of sin or simply focusing on 
Jesus’ act of love when he died on the cross for you. 

Family Communion Guide
Try using the following as a guide to get everyone involved. 

     • Gather together as a family with the communion 
        supplies ready to go.

     • Have someone SHARE what communion means 
        to them, or have everyone share.
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     • Ask someone to PRAY and thank Jesus for the 
        sacrifice he made on the cross.

     • As a family, READ together the following and 
        take communion

      • Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-24 “For I 
         received from the Lord what I also 
         delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
         the night when he was betrayed took 
         bread, and when he had given thanks, 
         he broke it, and said, “This is my body, 
         which is for you. Do this in remembrance 
         of me.” Now, as a family, EAT the bread

      • Read 1 Corinthians 11:25 “In the same 
         way also he took the cup, after supper, 
         saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 
         my blood. Do this, as often as you drink 
         it, in remembrance of me.” Now, as a 
         family, DRINK the juice/wine. 

      • Read 1 Corinthians 11:26 “For as often 
         as you eat this bread and drink the 
         cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 
         he comes.” Have someone PRAY for the 
         whole family.
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How you end your communion time is again, up to you, but 
here are a few ideas to spark your creativity and each time 
you take communion, try something different. 

• Take some time and have everyone pray for
each other as a family.

• Have someone play their favourite worship song.

• Eat a meal together, just like Jesus did with his
disciples.

As you and your family take some of these steps together 
for the first time, please let us know if there is any way we 
can support you. You can reach us at: 
villagekids@thisisvillagechurch.com

mailto:villagekids@thisisvillagechurch.com
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Now What
Before we get into what comes next, I want you to take a 
moment to celebrate how far you have come. If you have 
completed all or part of this guide, you already have taken 
significant steps to walk yourself and your family closer to 
Jesus.

I’m sure there were bumps along the way. Maybe you 
missed a few spots, or things didn’t go as planned. That is 
100% okay because the reality is that your journey of faith in 
Jesus is a marathon, not a sprint.

So, what do you do now that this guide is complete? I hope 
that you have formed some habits as a family that you can 
keep doing. 

Dedicate some time each week to keep diving into the 
Bible. Maybe it’s right from the Bible or Storybook Bible. 
Maybe you learned not everyone in your family likes to read 
and you would rather listen to the Bible. You can check out 
the App “Dwell” or the “Bible App for Kids”. Again, there are 
a ton of options out there, just find one that works for your 
family. I would also encourage you to continue to have fun 
as a family. Cook some meals together, go on adventures, 
play games and be intentional with spending time together.

https://dwellapp.io
https://www.bible.com/kids
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Finally, remember to always have those little “in-between” 
moments. Don’t stop asking questions and having small 
short conversations with your kids. It may not seem like a 
big deal at the moment, but over time, you will be surprised. 

No matter what happens next, know that Village Kids is 
here for you. We are praying for you, and you can reach out 
anytime for support, materials, guides or just prayer. 

Thank you for coming on this adventure with us, and Happy 
Easter!

Village Kids Team
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Notes
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https://thisisvillagechurch.com/



