
Community Group Curriculum 
Psalm 22
Opening
1. What was the last movie you watched, and where would you place it on the 5-star rating system? 
    Tell us why!

Sermon Discussion
2. In Pastor Mark’s interview, he mentions that there must have been times when Debbie felt 
    abandoned. In one or two words, what is your immediate response (or feeling) when you hear the 
    word “abandoned”? Do any particular memories come to mind?   
 
 2.1 If or when you have personally experienced abandonment or rejection in a relationship  
 (with friends, family, co-workers, etc), is your natural response to continue pursuing the 
 relationship, seek revenge, or withdraw?

 2.2 The moment Jesus was on the cross, bearing the suffering and weight of all 
 emotional, psychological, and physical pain, he was abandoned by God. He 
 “cried out in a loud voice, saying ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my 
 God, why have you forsaken me?’” (Matthew 27:46). 

 Have you ever felt like God has abandoned you? Share with the group.

3. There’s a religious part in each of us that wants to earn our salvation. Christianity comes in and 
    confronts our pride: It’s not about you. It never has been. Jesus came to suffer and die in our place 
    because he wanted to. He loves us. Period.

    Read Ephesians 2:8. How does this truth affect you? Discuss the practical difference in your life of 
    embracing salvation as a free gift / experiencing his love vs. trying to earn it yourself. 

Going Deeper

4. It was shared on Sunday that “suffering enhances life on the other side. It makes you feel more, 
    refines you, and intensifies joy.” Have you ever felt like suffering has produced good in your life? 
    Share experiences of hard times actually making you stronger.   

5. Follow up: Last week we each made one realistic and practical step on having a more targeted 
    vision of God and his word. How did you do?

6. Mark spent the last portion of the sermon talking about the purpose God has for our lives. Rather 
    than the usual Read, Reflect, & Reach Out challenge, this week we’ve included an exercise from our 
    This is Village Church Course that will help you discover God’s purpose. 

Message
View message here. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A46&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A8&version=ESV
https://thisisvillagechurch.com/sermons/
http://www.thisisvillagechurch.com


A Challenge to Help Me Discover 
God’s Purpose in Life for Me.
Take the passions he’s put in your life, the gifts you believe God has given you, and 
Scripture, which tells us what the mission of Jesus in the world looks like, to begin 
identifying your purpose, and point everything back to him. Ephesians 2:10.   

Passion
1. The cause/area/group of people I would be most willing to sacrifice time, money, or 
    personal comfort to make a difference in is… Examples include, but not limited to: People 
    (specified to age/group), Evangelism, Poverty, Creative Arts, Education, Hospitality, etc. 

2. If money was not a hindrance and there was little to no chance of failure, the area 
    I would most like to make a difference in is (i.e. “What specifically would I do?”)  

   

Spiritual Gifts
If the discussion of spiritual gifts is new to you, or if you just aren’t sure, take the online 
Village Church Gifts Test and record your top three below. thisisvillagechurch.com/gifttest.
3. If you already have a sense of what your top 2-3 spiritual gifts are, write them down here:

Abilities and Experiences
4. My two strongest and/or most developed natural skills and learned abilities are: 

                 

Putting it all together
Review your answers; now think about your passion, gifts and abilities together. 

As best I see it today, I would like to make a difference in

 by _____________________________ and _________________________________.
           

(passion)

 (expression of one or more spiritual gifts)  (expression of strongest or favourite ability)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A10&version=ESV
http://thisisvillagechurchcourse.com
http://www.thisisvillagechurch.com

